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s p o r t s  onesports
I n f o r m a t i o n  S e r v i c e s  •  U n i v e r s i t y  of I T I on t a na  •  m i s s o u l a ,  m o n t a n a  59801 * ( 4 0 6 )  243-2522
MISSOULA—
The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Montana G r i z z l i e s  and Idaho S t a t e ’ s B enga l s ,  two teams t h a t  have 
f a l l e n  on h a r d  t im es  th e  p a s t  couple  o f  weeks, w i l l  do b a t t l e  a t  1:30 p.m. S a tu rd a y  in  
D o rn b la s e r  Stadium t o  t r y  t o  s t a y  a l i v e  in  th e  Big Sky Conference .
Idaho S t a t e ,  w i th  one Big Sky l o s s ,  must win S a t u r d a y ' s  game t o  even have an o u t s i d e  
chance a t  t h e  t i t l e .  I t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  Montana,  w i th  two c o n fe r e n c e  l o s s e s ,  w i l l  have 
a s h o t  a t  a t h i r d  s t r a i g h t  Big Sky cham pionsh ip ,  b u t  coach J ack  Sw ar thou t  a t  l e a s t  wants
a winning season .
The G r i z z l i e s  a r e  3-2 o v e r a l l  and t h e  Bengals  a re  2 -2 .  Montana go t  swamped, 47-24 
l a s t  week by Boise  S t a t e  and edged o u t ,  21-12 ,  t h e  week b e f o r e  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Idaho.  Idaho bombed ISU, 40 -3 ,  l a s t  week,  and t h e  Bengals  l o s t  a tough  one,  23 - 2 2 ,  t o
powerfu l  E a s t e rn  Michigan two weeks ago.
" Idaho S t a t e  i s  n o t  n e a r l y  as good o f f e n s i v e l y  as we a r e , "  Swar thou t  s a y s ,  "bu t  th e y  
have a good d e fe n s e .  One o f  th e  b e t t e r  ones in  th e  c o n f e r e n c e .
The p a s s i n g  game has h u r t  t h e  G r i z z l i e s  in  t h e i r  p a s t  two e n c o u n t e r s  and Idaho S t a t e  
can be h o t  in  th e  a i r .  U n t i l  t h e  Idaho game, t h e  Bengals  l e d  t h e  league  in  p a s s i n g  ya rds  
p e r  game and com ple t ion  p e r c e n t a g e .
Idaho S t a t e  has two s t r o n g  p a s s e r s  and one e x c e l l e n t  r e c e i v e r  in  i t s  r a n k s .  J u n i o r  
q u a r t e r b a c k  Tom Lee i s  s ch ed u le d  t o  s t a r t  S a tu rd ay  and he has  th e  b e s t  r e c o r d  t h i s  season  
w i th  48 com ple t ions  in  104 a t t e m p t s  f o r  428 y a r d s .  Also l i k e l y  t o  see  a c t i o n  i s  s e n i o r  
q u a r t e r b a c k  Dan H a l t  who can throw th e  long b a l l  w e l l .  He has  thrown 46 a e r i a l s  so f a r  
t h i s  y e a r  and has completed  21 o f  them f o r  362 y a rd s .
The two o f  them throw o f t e n  t o  t h e  b e s t  r e c e i v e r  in  th e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  Tom Hofmann-.
The speedy sophomore wide r e c e i v e r  has  g a t h e r e d  in  48 p a s s e s  in  f o u r  games f o r  437 ya rds  
and t h r e e  touchdowns.  B o i s e ' s  Don Mutt i s  t i e d  w i th  Hofmann in  th e  s c o r i n g  depar tm en t .
GRIZZLIES FACE--2
- <r- ^The Bengals don't run the ball as often as most teams, but have a capable man in 
Mike Davis. The 5-10, 194 lb. fullback has carried 66 times for 284 yards -- a 4.3 yard- 
p g 0^rry average. ISU's best runner, fullback Ron Havinear, received a serious knee injury
in the Eastern Michigan game and won't see action, 
running
The Grizzly/game faltered last week in Boise and UM gained a sub-par 305 yards with 
its highly regarded "Wishbone" offense. The passing game improved, however, as four 
Grizzlies caught passes last week for 67 yards -- more than the collective total of the 
previous four games.
But it will still be principally the thundering herd -- Montana's gigantic offensive 
line and powerful running backs -- that Idaho State will have to contend with Saturday.
"People tell us we ought to pass more," Swarthout says, "but that isn't our game.
Our passing attack hasn't been that good. When the wishbone's working right we know we 
can run it down their throats."
UM quarterback Gary Berding showed last week that he does not have to rely on his 
backs to keep the running game going. When Boise started keying on dangerous halfback 
Steve Caputo, Berding kept the ball himself -- a total of 22 times for 151 yards.
UM coach Jack Swarthout has probably the deepest and most talented backfield in the 
conference. Caputo, the conference's leading rusher, and Casey Reilly, probably the best 
blocking halfback the Grizzlies have ever had, are at full strength. And, as of last week,
Swarthout has three talented fullbacks to rely on. Starter Jeff Hoffmann had to share
running time in Boise with Wally Gaskins who has finally overcome last spring's ruptured 
achilles tendon. Although he still walks with a limp, he runs with conviction and had the 
second best running game of anyone else in Boise -- eight carries for 34 yards and a touch­
down. Freshman fullback Buddy Walsh has also been very reliable this year.
The Grizzlies were dispirited after two losses in a row -- quite a setback after 23 
wins in a row, but Swarthout says attitudes are improving.
"The main problem is getting the kids to believe in themselves again," he says.
Montqna has the edge in the series against Idaho State. UM won all three games in the 
early days -- the ones in 1921, 1922 and 1936. Since the Grizzlies and Bengals started 
playing regularly in 1962, Montana has won five and lost four.
